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helm, and she struck a glancing blow which did. no damage. At the Instant
of collision I planted a solid i8o-pou:id shot fair and square on the forward
part of her casemate. Had the gun been loaded with thirty pounds of
powder, which was the charge subsequently used with similar guns, it is
probable that this shot would have penetrated her armour; but the charge
being limited to fifteen pounds, in accordance wirli peremptory orders from
the Navy Department, the shot rebounded without doing any more damage
than possibly to start some of the beams of her armour-backing.9
The Monitor turret ran out of shells and she drew off for fifteen minutes to
bring up fresh ammunition. The Merrhnac, drawing 22 feet, could not follow
the Monitor, which could steam into water a little over 12 feet deep.
The Monitor came back. Again the two guns against ten trying to cripple
or kill each other.
'Again she came up on our quarter and fired twice,' said a Confederate on
the Merrimac after the fight, *The impact fcrced the side in bodilv two or
three inches. Ail the crews of the after guns were knocked over by the con-
cussion, and bled from the nose or ears. Another shot in the same place
would have penetrated/
The Merrimac ceased firing, and a gunnery officer was asked by his superior:
*Why are you not firing, Mr. Eggleston?* 'Why, our powder is very pre-
cious/ called the lieutenant, *and after two hours" incessant firing I find that
I can do her about as much damage by snapping ray thumb at her every two
minutes and a half/
At ten yards* distance a shell from the Merrimac hit the sighthole of the
pilothouse, stunning Commander Worden, filling his eyes with powder and
blinding him, his face covered with blood.
The Monitor drew off to care for its commander and to examine how badly
the pilothouse was wrecked.
The Merrimac drew off and steamed to Norfolk.
After six hours it was a drawn battle. Each side made its mistakes. If the
Merrimac had concentrated its entire fire on the Monitor pilothouse from the
first, she would have destroyed the Monitor s control. If the Monitor had shot
at the Merrimac9s water line, where the armour was weak, she would have
sunk the Merrimac.
However, the two ships had taught the navies of the world a lesson.
London and Paris declared that the era of wooden fighting craft was over.
The Washington Government would now begin building a fleet of monitors.
The blockade of Southern ports would go on,
In the crews of both ships were men writing home, as did S, Dana Greene,
of being worn. *My men and myself were perfectly black with smoke and
powder. All my underclothes were perfectly black, and my person was in
c*